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CALL FOR CRITICAL EXAMINATION OF COLONIAL HISTORY 

Art in Architecture at the Humboldt Forum:  

Statue of Limitations erected in Nachtigalplatz 

As of today, the Statue of Limitations by Kang Sunkoo has a temporary home in 

Nachtigalplatz, located in the so-called Afrikanisches Viertel (African Quarter) in Berlin 

Wedding. The work, which resulted from an international Art in Architecture 

competition for the Humboldt Forum, is a two-piece, black patinated bronze sculpture 

in the form of a flag at half-mast. It connects two symbolically charged locations: the 

Humboldt Forum, where the lower half of the Statue of Limitations can be seen in the 

Stair Hall and Nachtigalplatz, where its complementary upper half can be now found, 

initially for a six-month period. 



 



 

 

  



Facts and figures 

 

Material Black patinated bronze 

 
 

 

Location Lower half (permanent) Stair Hall, Humboldt Forum in 

the Berlin Palace, Berlin Mitte 

 Upper half 

(temporary, approx. 6 months) 
Nachtigalplatz, African Quarter, 

Berlin Wedding  

(Subsequent location currently 

under discussion) 

Dimensions  Lower half 

(Humboldt Forum) 
2.75m x 2.29m x 11.02m 

(height) (visible) ø 30cm - 18cm 

(pole) 

 

 Upper half (Nachtigalplatz) 2.05m x 1.43 m x 11.02 m 

(height) ø 18cm - 6cm (pole) 

 

Weight Lower half 

(Humboldt Forum) 

 

approx. 1,700kg (suspended) 

 Upper half (Nachtigalplatz) 

 
approx. 1,000kg (supported) 

Installation date Lower half 

(Humboldt Forum) 

 

May 2020 

 Upper half (Nachtigalplatz) March 2022 

 

Competition Winner of the first prize in an anonymised, open, international, dual-

phase competition awarded by the Federal Office for Building and 

Regional Planning 

2017-2018 

 

Commissioned 

by 
Stiftung Humboldt Forum im Berliner Schloss 

 

Manufacture Bildgießerei Hermann Noack, Berlin 
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